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Beachwood Welcomes New Staff to the District Family 
The hiring of new staff is one of our 

most important responsibilities to continue 
Beachwood Schools’ longstanding tradition 
of academic excellence. Staff changes reflect 
retirements, changes in student enrollment, 
and expanded student offerings.

Beachwood is pleased to welcome thirteen new staff members to Beachwood:

Melissa Buddenhagen, Social Studies Teacher, Beachwood High School
Sara Epstein, Kindergarten Teacher, Bryden Elementary School
Raynard Holmes, Jr., Second Grade Teacher, Bryden Elementary School

Molly Keyes, Fourth Grade Teacher,   
 Hilltop Elementary School
Patti Krupinski, Excel TECC Teacher,  
 Fairmount School
Kate Matisak, Kindergarten Teacher,   
 Bryden Elementary School
Kelley McLaughlin, Sixth Grade Teacher,  
 Beachwood Middle School
Shahnyn Moody-Benedict,
 Library/Media Specialist,
 Bryden Elementary School
Ryan Peters, Athletic Director (part-time),  
 Beachwood High School
Staci Pollack, Third Grade Teacher,   
 Hilltop Elementary School
Kelly Taglieri, Intervention Specialist,  
 Beachwood High School
Julie Ungier, Library/Media Specialist,  
 Beachwood Middle School
Erin Wise, Intervention Specialist,   
 Beachwood High School

Back row: Raynard Holmes, Jr. Middle row (left to right): Ryan Peters, Erin 
Wise, Julie Ungier, and Sara Epstein. Front row (left to right): Kelley McLaughlin, 
Shahnyn Moody-Benedict, Patti Krupinski and Staci Pollack. Not pictured: Melissa 
Buddenhagen, Molly Keyes, Kate Matisak and Kelly Taglieri.

State Superintendent Speaks at Beachwood Convocation 

Convocation Speakers (left to right): Superintendent Dr. Richard 
Markwardt, Board President Dr. Brian Weiss, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction from the Ohio Department of Education Deborah 
Delisle, and Assistant Superintendent Dr. Philip Wagner.

The Beachwood staff had much to 
celebrate at Convocation this year on 
Monday, August 24. Dr. Markwardt 
announced to the staff that Beachwood 
earned the highest State Report Card 
rating of “Excellent with Distinction,” 
a new 10-minute promotional video 

was premiered for staff that will be a 
communication tool used for prospective 

families, a staff slideshow highlighted the 
previous school year, and Deborah S. Delisle, Ohio’s 35th State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, served as this year’s Convocation 
keynote speaker. Ms. Delisle complimented Beachwood for its 
ongoing educational initiatives and reminded staff that these 
successes are attributed to the relationships that students have 
in their lives. “Everyone in a school inspires and plays a role in 
shaping the future of students,” commented Ms. Delisle. “We must 
be advocates for all our children….and graduate all students with 
a sense of purpose… well prepared for college, career, and life.”
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Beachwood Teen One of Three Winners in That’s My Bizne$$ Contest
Jonathan was one of three teen winners who won WVIZ’s 

“That’s My Bizne$$” contest and was featured on a News Depth 
TV segment, which will re-air on Channel 22 the week of October 
19 at 10am and 7pm daily.  Finalists were selected on the basis for 
creating and running a successful teen entrepreneurial business.

 “Did you ever worry that your old vinyl records and cassettes 
would be lost forever? Buying a new digital turntable can be quite 
pricy, and cassette players are slowly becoming harder and harder to 
find in stores. Now there’s another option.” That’s where Freshman 
Jonathan Sender and his two-year old company LPtransfer.com 
comes in.  Jonathan takes old music recordings in the forms of 33’s, 
45’s, and cassettes, and transfers them to CDs at an affordable cost. 

Jonathan’s company started out as a project that he and his dad 
took on with the desire to convert a record of Rio by Duran Duran 
into playable iPod tracks. After the successful conversion of this 
and other LPs to CDs, Jonathan knew he was on to something.

“Since I first began this business, I’ve converted a wide variety 
of music ranging from classical and cantorial all the way to rock 
and pop. I’ve been introduced to several types of new music genres 
that I had previously been oblivious to such as “filk,” which is a 
mixture between folk, science fiction, and fantasy,” commented 
Jonathan. To contact Jonathan and LPtransfer.com, please email 
him at info@LPtransfer.com.

The Ohio Department of Education 
has ranked the Beachwood City School 
District as "Excellent with Distinction" for 
the 2008/2009 school year. The ranking 
is the highest a district can achieve in the 
state of Ohio. 

According to the Ohio Department of 
Education, the Beachwood City School 
District has met 30 of the 30 indicators 
on the report card this year and received a 
Performance Index score of 107.2. These 
results combined earned Beachwood an 
Excellent rating for the tenth consecutive 
year, a status shared by less than four 
percent of the school districts in the state 
of Ohio.

Assistant Superintendent Dr. Philip 
Wagner discussed the report card further 
at the regular Board of Education meeting 
on Monday, September 14.

Beachwood City 
School District
Earns Excellent
with Distinction 

Report Card Rating



26 / Beachwood Buzz / October 2009

Plan Now
2010/11 Preschool

Thursday, October 29, 2009
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Fairmount Community Room
24601 Fairmount Boulevard

Fairmount Meet & Greet
Meet our licensed staff
Tour the preschool
Discover the benefits of our two, three and  
four-year-old programs along with our 
special needs/typical peer program
Learn about general program fees, a limited 
number of reduced tuition spaces for peer 
models and the enrollment process for the 
2010/11school year

•
•
•

•

Curriculum Building Blocks
Preschoolers learn in a variety of open-ended 

class environments. As part of the Beachwood 
Schools prescribed curriculum, preschoolers are 

nurtured through learning centers.
writing • literature • music • manipulatives 

math • technology • art • textures

The Fairmount Early 
Childhood Program is a 

private, District-supported 
learning center,

offering personalized and 
nurturing programs.

visit beachwooschools.org

If you would like to attend the open house, please contact Jane Mayers, 
Fairmount Director, at 216.292.2344 x 216 or jsm@beachwoodschools.org. 

Program accepts residents and non-residents.

Fairmount Early Childhood Center
Open HouseFree childcare

available for the
open house.

Friday, October 16, 2009
Homecoming Parade, 6:30 PM

Parade leaves from the Beachwood Middle School parking 
lot and continues down Shaker Blvd., Shakercrest Blvd. and 

Fairmount Blvd., ending at Beachwood High School.

If you are a BHS Band Alumnus and are interested in joining 
the band for the parade and Homecoming halftime, please 

email Band Director Craig Wohlschlager
at caw@beachwoodschools.org.

Bonfire, Nightfall
at Beachwood High School

Alumni/Faculty Mixer, 7 PM
Winking Lizard

25380 Miles Road, Bedford Heights
RSVP to mixer@beachwoodschools.org

Saturday, October 17, 2009
Gallery of Success

Community Reception, 12 PM
Beachwood High School.

Open to the entire community.
Admission is FREE!

Look for the tent!

BHS Homecoming Football Game, 1 PM
Bison vs. Orange

The 2009 Gallery of Success
Inductee Introductions

Halftime of BHS Homecoming football game

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
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Sanford T. Colb ’66 - In recognition of his dedication and service 
in employing immigrant workers and operating a 150-acre farm that 
provides food for Israel’s needy, and for founding an intellectual 
property law firm, employing over 20 lawyers and patent attorneys 
in Israel.

Michael Friedman ‘82 - In recognition of his entrepreneurial 
spirit in the automobile industry by being a steadfast and goal-
driven salesman, by increasing existing dealership capacities and 
managing his own successful community-oriented dealerships, 
as well as being an active donor to numerous charities and youth 
sports organizations.

Dr. Rick Frires ’67 - In recognition of his life’s goal and mission: 
to heal others with respect, compassion, and excellence, whether 
it be in the ER or all over the globe, changing the world of the 
poor and disenfranchised by providing aid and relief to patients.

Frankie B. Goldberg ’82 - In recognition of her leadership as 
a University Heights Councilwoman, as well as her service to 
Northeast Ohio as a law enforcement officer prosecuting criminal 
offenders, educating youth on the dangers of Internet predators, 
protecting seniors from abuse and exploitation, and building 
partnerships between public safety leaders and their communities. 

Stanley J. Goldman ’71 - In recognition of his inventive spirit 
and groundbreaking work in technology, patenting a wide variety 
of advances in the areas of communication, international relations 
and personal health, all while being a leader and mentor in his 
field of engineering.

Roe Green ’66 - In recognition of her love and patronage to the arts 
through the establishment of the Roe Green Foundation, and her 
financial support and nurturing of theater, arts, and humanitarian 
institutions.

Barry Minoff ’66 - In recognition of his business acumen in 
bringing Kichler Lighting to international prominence; his energy, 
vision, and enthusiasm in serving as a board member to various 
Cleveland nonprofits; and his invaluable generosity and guidance 
to his friends and community.

Marilyn Jaffe Nachman ’78 - In recognition of her persistence 
in fighting for students with disabilities to give them the best 
opportunities for quality educational services, being an advocate 
and a network liaison for parents, and for making a profound impact 
on her community’s children.

Eric L. Sorkin ’78 - In recognition of his rapid rise through the 
ranks of Wall Street and his contribution to the development of 
new treatments to combat global diseases.

Lauren Miller Spilman ’82 - In recognition of her compassion 
and hands-on philanthropic contributions in Cleveland, the United 
States and Israel and her co-creation of Findaway World, one of 
the fastest growing consumer products companies in the country.

Tina Tchen ’74 - In recognition of being a female role model in 
the legal field through her dedication and leadership in Chicago 
civics, in the American Bar Association, and to the United States 
as a member of President Barack Obama’s administration.

9th Beachwood High School Gallery of Success Inductees


